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NOTE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



Great pains have been taken to ensure the fidelity of the 
^^fttllowing Discourses, but the publisher considers it due to 
their eminent and highly gifted Author to state, that as they 
are published without his consent, or the benefit of his revision, 
of course he is in nowise responsible for any inaccuracies that 
may have occurred. 

The last three Prayers were delivered in places of temporary 
accommodation during the repair of Friends' Meeting House. 

Liverpool, 11 Mo., 1838. 



When our Lord Jesita Christ was drawing 
towards the close of his ministry, and when 
he was about to ascend into that glory from 
which lie came, and wherein he was with the 
Father before the world was, he appeared lo 
his disciples on the mountain, at the place 
appointed in Galilee, which had been very 
much the scene of his labours in the ministry 
of the gospel, (for he was himself the prince 
of prophets ; ) and he said to them, when ihey 
were assembled together, " All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth." He there- 
fore proclaimed his own supreme authority 
over all things, visible and invisible, under 
the Father, who gave liim all authority, as 
the glorious Mediator between God and man, 
in whom was the nature of the unchangeable 
Cod, and who had taken upon him I lie nature 
of man, hut without sin. " All power is given 
unto me in heaven and in earth ;" and then 
followed his final commission, "Go y,e, and 
teacb ali nations," (ox TnaSwi ^vatv^s* <A *K*- 
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ie grace and good spirit, of the glorious Head 
of the church, who is the minister of the true 
tabernacle, and who can still pour forth of his 
anointing Spirit, even on the poorest and the 
feeblest of the children of men : and when 
his servants are favoured with this influence, 
although they are nothing in themselves, and 
worse than nothing, they are at times enabled, 
even by means of a living and powerful mi- 
nistry, to baptize their hearers into the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. Important distinctions some- 
times hang on little words ; a man may be 
said to baptize in the name of God, when he 
baptizes under the authority, and by the 
commission of God, as John the Baptist did 
in the name of God ; and man may be said to 
baptize into the name of God, when he is 
made the means of bringing his fellow-men 
into that living and saving faith, of which 
God is the object. And in order truly to 
baptize the benighted children of men into 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth is the 
grand, essential qualification ; and whatsoever 
opinion we may form on the subject of the 
outward rite, no man ever was, or ever will 
1 be, truiy baptized into the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
but by the influence of the Spirit of God, 
who is omnipotent And the ministry of the 
gospel is here described, as it appears to me, 
as the medium through which this essential 
and saving blessing is communicated, even as 
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Christ is said, by tlie apostle Paul, to " cleanse 
his church, )>y the washing of water through 
the word," And oh ! my beloved friends, 
my soul is filled with an ardent desire, that 
whatsoever may be our form of worship, 
whatsoever our name to religion, whatsoever 
the ceremonies which we practise, or of which 
we avoid the practice, we may all be baptized 
under the power of the Lord Almighty, into 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost; that ours may not be 
a barren, fruitless, speculative religion, but a 
religion which shall embrace the whole truth 
as it is in Jesus, and which shall he produc- 
tive of that new creation, wherein we may 
serve the Lord our God in the beauty of 
holiness, and he made, meet for the final and 
full enjoyment of life everlasting: for" if any 
man be in Christ, it is a new creation; old 
things are passed away, behold all things are 
become new." And we may depend upon it 
that we cannot live either by the practice of 
forms, or by the absence of them ; " for in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 
any thing, nor un circumcision, but a new 
creation :" and God grant, my beloved friends, 
that you may all experience this new creation, 
by being baptized, under the influence of the 
llnly Spirit, into the name of the Father. 

Beloved friends, we often talk of God as 
if we knew him ; we talk of the wonders of 
creation, wc admire the starry firmament, we 
are ostonished at the harmonious courses of 
planets and of systems, we are lost in the 



contemplation of the magnificen, boundless 
whole; we take the microscope in our hands, 
and scrutinize the matchless heauties of a 
feather or a leaf, the mysteries of divine 

* power, and behold it in the formation of the 
smallest insect ; and in the small, as well as 
the great things of nature, we find that there 
is a hidden infinity, into which the most per- 
spicacious philosophy cannot dive; and we 
do acknowledge in words, that the Creator of 
heaven and earth is an omnipotent, glorious, 
and incomprehensible being; but for all that, 
he is hidden from our view, as it relates to all 
things which pertain to life and salvation; 
yea, were it not for the light of revealed 
religion, we should often fail, even in reading 
the book of nature itself. 

We are blind by nature, my brethren, and 
utterly incapable of understanding God. 
"What man knoweth the things of a man, 
save the spirit of man which is in him, even 
so the things oT Cod knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God." But, beloved friends, 
when the Spirit of God anoints the blind 
eye of man's benighted soul, then he begins 
to understand his Creator ; when he reads the 
book of nature, his mind is filled with some- 

^ thing far belter than mere philosophical 
speculation ; il is filled with love, with admira- 
tion, with awe, and with gratitude : and when 
he reads the book of revelation, under the 
influence of that Spirit which gave it forth, 
his mind opens to a glorious view of the 
attributes of the Creator of heaven and earth. 
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his omnipotence, his c 

tuality, his 

not only so, but he ib made to tremble to the 

very core, when it ia made known to him 

with power, that God is holy; "Holy, holy, 

holy art thou, Lord God of Sabaoth." 

And like to the knowledge of God b the 
knowledge of his law ; for as God is holy, so 
the enlightened believer comes to perceive 
that his law is holy ; and as God is spiritual, 
he perceives that the law of God is spiritual 
also, and searches the inmost recesses of the 
heart, brings forth to view the secret springs 
of action, proves rind examines the hidden 
motives from which actions spring, and 
judges not only the words and the deeds, 
hut also the thought, the conception, the 
imagination of the mind. And behold, the 
awakened eye of the soul now looks up to 
God the Father, as ( In: moral, as well as the 
natural governor of the universe ; and he 
comes to understand that, in a future and 
eternal world, that tendency which is now 
visible even in the present life to God's per. 
fed retribution, will be completed either in 
endless suffering, or in endless joy, either in 
heaven or in hell, my brethren. And the soul 
of the awakened believer is greatly humbled, 
when he is thus brought to understand the 
holiness of God, the holiness of his law, and 
the retribution of an eternal world ; for, to- 
gether with the knowledge of God, there is 
given to him a. knowledge or himself; and 
wheu he compares the dictates of God's law 




with his own conduct and conversation, and 
with the polluted stream of his own corrupt 
thoughts, he begins to tremble, my brethren, 
be is amazed, he is lost in an awful sense of 

L the terrors of the unchanging Jehovah, whose 
holiness never can be abrogated, and whose 
justice rnnst stand untouched and immaculate 
for ever and ever. 

But, thanks be unto God our Father, this 
is not the whole of the lesson which we learn, 
when we are baptized into the name of the 
Father ; for we open tbe book of Scripture, 
and under the illumination of that Spirit 
which gave the scriptures forth, we read the 
memorable words, "God is love;" words 
which are in themselves an internal evidence, 
strong, as the strongest conclusions of reason, 
to prove the divine authority of the sacred 
book ; for, friends, the natural man, in his 
own strength, may read the hook of nature for 
ever and ever, and never discover that God is 
love ; but when the soul of man is enlightened 
by the divine Spirit, and is baptized into the 
name of the Father, oh then ! he is enabled 
to comprehend and accept the glorious doc- 
trine that " God is love ; " and we ought to 
be humble in reverent gratitude, for that 

^ outward revelation of divine truth by which 
it is clearly made known to us; and woe will 
be to «s if we do not avail ourselves of this 
knowledge, that " God is love." So, friends, 
when we come to he baptized spiritually into 
the name of the Father, we leara the lesson 
of his holiness on the one hand, and of his 



love on the other. When we read of hia 

holiness, we are assured that sin is unalterably 
offensive in hia view ; that " he is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity ;" tliat it always 
was, and always will be, condemned as an 
abomination by a holy God : and when we 
read that " God is love," we are by degrees 
enabled to understand that nevertheless the 
poor sinner is the object of his mercy ; and 
under the light which is thus poured in upon 
our souls, we come to be broken and bumbled 
under a sense of the sinfulness of sin, of our 
own dee]) un worthiness, and melted down in 
the view of the mercy of our God; and the 
fruit of a lively penitence is produced in the 
mind of the true believer in God the Father. 

Where is our penitence, then, friends? 
where is our broken heart ? where is our 
humiliation? where is our trembling? where 
is our godly fear ? Are you indeed baptized 
into the name of the Father? Why do ye 
not then tremble ? Why are ye not ama/.ed ? 
Why are ye not broken down under a sense 
of the terrors of his law ? Why are ye not 
humbled under the blessed tidings that " God 
is love?" Oh! friends, "except ye repent," 
said our Saviour, "ye shall ail likewise 
perish." 

But, alas ! for the poor hrok en -hearted sin. 
ner; how can lie reconcile the holiness of God, 
and die unalterable sentence, that "the soul 
which siimt'ih, it shall rlie :"' bow can he recon- 
cile this truth with the hope of mercy ? All 
Will be confusion, and all is confusion here, to 
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the natural man, and all would be darkness 
still, were we not also baptized into Hie name 
of the Son ; for die mercies of tied towards 
the fallen children of men are covenant mer. 

»cies ; they flow through mi appointed channel, 
a channel ordained by inlinite wisdom ; 
and the whole scheme of man's salvation 
flows from the unfathomable fountain of the 
love of God the Father. And we are not only 
lold that " God is love, " but we are also told 
that " herein is love, not that we loved God, 
but tbat he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins ; " we are told ihat 
" God so loved the world, that he sent his only 
begotten Son, tfait u huscever believetli on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
Now, friends, here is the turning point of the 
glorious gospel — here is the centre of the whole 
subject — here is the way to heaven — here is 
the way to happiness — here is the way lo 
pardon — here is the way to peace eternal : 
and I beseech you all to come unto God by 
this way. 

Behold ! friends, the mystery of godliness 
unfolded ; heboid the holiness of God recon- 
ciled with his mercy, and bis mercy with his 
justice ; for the attributes of our heavenly 
■^F Father are blended, but never confused, and 
thus severally continue everlasting in perfec- 
tion, and in unutterable strength ; and the 
holiness of God remains untouched, and his 
mercy cannot be so exercised as to annul his 
holiness: but in the gospel, "righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other, merey and 
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truth are met together," in glorious unison, 
in perfect harmony, iind yet in unalterable 
perfection ; joined and united, but not con- 
fused ; for, " all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God; being justified freely by 
his grace, through llie redemption which is 
in Christ Jesus; whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
for the forgiveness of sins that are pest, 
through the forbearance of God ; that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him that 
believeth in Jesus." And let me ask the 
honest, deliberate enquirer after truth, whe- 
ther it is possible for us to conceive any 
means whereby God could have so gloriously 
displayed his holiness, and his eternal abhor- 
rence of sin, as by apjrointing his only begot- 
ten Son as the sacrifice for sin, and sending 
him into the world, to take our nature upon 
him, to suffer and die for sinners ; for, friends, 
" if the blood of bulla and of goats, which vat 
offered under the law, sanctities, to the puri- 
fying of the flesh, how much more shall the 
blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your consciences from dead works to 
serve the living God." 

And, friends, if you would dive into the 
depth of the demerit of sin, if you would 
measure in what degree it is abominable and 
offensive in the sight of God our Father, 
measure that depth, measure that demerit, 
measure that omnoe by the infinite dignity, 
by tin' glory, by the power, by the eternal 



divinity of that Saviour, who was appointed 
of God to bear on himself the sins of oil 
mankind ; and I am bold to asseit that there 
is no other way by which we can possibly 
^ form a right estimate, cither of the holiness 
~ of God, or the sinfulness of sin ; and under 
this glorious dispensation there is stamped 
the eternal record of the holiness of God. 
And may we not believe that the universe 
reads and adores? But, beloved friends, that 
very plan of salvation iliron^li the Son, which 
Unfolds so marvellously tin: holiness of God, 
affords us an incomparable proof of our 
heavenly Father's love; so here, holiness and 
love are in glorious unison. 

Come, thou poor afflicted sinner, come and 
partake of the covenant mercies of God ; come 
and partake of those mercies, which flow to 
thee in such a manner as must then for ever 
humble thee under a sense of thy sin, and 
raise thy adoration of God, as the Holy One 
of his people. 

Now, friends, you may perceive, from this 
view of the subject, that the doctrine of the 
divinity of our blessed Lord and Saviour is 
not a doctrine of speculation; that it does not 
^^belong-, as some people suppose, (o the mere 
^theory of religion, and therefore may belaid 
on one side without inconvenience and with. 
out mischief; or, if not disbelieved, be disre- 
garded as a matter of theory alone. My 
friends, there never was a greater proof of 
human blindness and ignorance than this 
particular error. I am bold to declare that 
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there is nothing more practical than the glo- 
rious doctrine of God manifest in the flesh, 
and that no man can understand the practical 
influence of Christianity, who docs not know 
him in heart and soul, by the reception of ] 
this doctrine; and though he may he partially 
benefited by what he hears and reads of 
Christian truths, and although no doubt he is 
somewhat the better for that part of Christian 
tmth which he does receive, yet he does x ' 
come home to the living spring, be does r 
come home to the centre of the subject, I 
does not come home to the very foundaliot 
to the root of the Christian's hope, and tf 
Christian's virtue. Do not you remembt 
my dear friends, the memorable conversation 
which took place between our Saviour B 
bis disciples ? " Whom say men, that I. 
Son of Man, am ? " What a question ! 
answer was, "Some say that Ihou art John 
the Baptist, some that thou art Elias, am' 
others that thou art one of the prophets : ' 
and there are those, even in this assembly, 
(though I know not from any outward in for. 
mation,) who say so ; but all know there are 
many who say this sort of thing in the pre 
sent day: be saith unto them, "But whom m 
say ye that T am ? Simon Peter n 
and said. Thou art the Christ, the Sou t 
living God." Ob ! friends, there was a 

I'd! and Jesus answered and si 
unto him, " Blessed art thou, Simon Bar 
jona, for flesh and blood hath not revealec 
it unto thee, but my Vaihei vAiWv. "a Vnta* 
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ven." And, friends, I beseech you to lay 
aside your theories, your speculations, your 
dry, unprofitable disputations, and pray for 
the Holy Ghost, pray for divine illumination, 

»pray for a quickening influence ; for no man 
ever did savingly call Jesus, Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost ; and if ye will pray lor the Holy 
Ghost, my brethren, although flesh and blood 
cannot reveal it to you, our Father which is 
in heaven will make it known to you, and 
will take of the Spirit, will take of the things 
of Christ, and display them to your under, 
standings, and impress them on your hearts, 
and then you will have true knowledge, that 
knowledge of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ, which is eternal life; and you will 
know of a truth that your Saviour is the Son 
of the living God, distinguished from all 
human prophets, distinguished from all 
created beings, distinguished from angels 
and archangels; for when he brought "the 
first-begotten into the world, he said. Let all 
the angels of God worship him." It will he 
given unto you to know that he is the Son of 
the Father, And the testimony borne by 
Peter was gloriously confirmed by 1 lie Father 
himself; for soon afterwards our Lord "look 
^^Peter, and James, and John with him unto 
the mountain, and was transfigured before 
them, and his garments were white as the 
light, and his countenance shone as the sun," 
and "Moses and Flias came anil ministered 
unto him;" which, by the way, is a pretty plain 
proof that the immortal su\il lws» \hxtbs&\- 






ately after death, which I believe some per- 
sons in this room dispute; alas! for the folly 
and the blindness of their infidelity. Well, 
Moses and Elias, their purified spirits, (before 
the day of resurrection, you know,) came and 
ministered to the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
Peter, in his busy zeal, would have raised a 
tabernacle for Moses and Elias, and another 
for his Master; just as some people, in tin; 
present day, would unite the law and the 
glorious gospel together. All at once a cloud 
overshadowed them, Moses and Elias disap- 
peared, the Saviour was left alone, die sole 
object of the allegiance and faith of the dis- 
ciples, and a voice was heard i'rom the cloud, 
the voice of Cod the Father, "This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; 
hear ye him," 

And, therefore, friends, let us lay aside 
our hard heart of unbelief, and gratefully 
accept that divine Saviour, that glorious un- 
speakable gift of God, who " was in the 
beginning with God, and was God ; the same 
was in the beginning with God ; and we be- 
held his glory, die glory as of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, full of grace and truth ; 
all things were made by him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made; 
in bim was life, anil the life was the tight of 
men;" and who in process of time took 
flesh, and dwelt amongst us, and then his 
disciples did heboid his glory, the glory a* 
of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. Ves, my beloved friends. 
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pray for the Holy Ghost, do not Jean to your 
own understandings, pray for the Holy 
Spirit, that ye may call -lusus Lord ; that ye 
may bow before him, as Thomas did in days 

* of old, when he said to liim, "My Lord, and 
my God ;" that ye may be baptized into the 
name of the Son; and then, friends, ye will 
be prepared for a right understanding of that 
great doctrine, which lit 1 * at the foundation 
of all our hopes, and of all our virtues ; that 
" he who was in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 
mode himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men, and being 
found in fashion as a man, humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross;" and that his death was a 
propitiation for the sins of the world, that "he 
was wounded for our transgressions, and 
bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him, and by his 
stripes we are healed ; all we like sheep have 
gone astray, and have turned every one to 
his own way, and the Lord hath laid upon 
him the iniquity of us all." Than which, 
no words can possibly be plainer; " He suf- 
■^fercd, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us unto God." " He gave his life a 
ransom for all, to be testified of in due time." 
" He was a propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world." A very brief selection from 
that multitude of passages, which are scat. 
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tered over the volume of scripture on the 
all-important subject of the atonement made 
for sin; and it is truly astonishing that any 
man should, on the one hand, acknowledge 
the divine authority ul' scripture, and enter- 
tain for one moment a doubt on this glorious, 
essential, fundamental truth, which is not 
only slated with the utmost plainness in a 
variety of passages by our Saviour himself, 
and by his apostles, but which may be said 
to be interwoven in the Bible, and proclaimed 
from beginning to end. 

Well, my beloved friends, what is the 
practical result? How are we to avail our- 
Belves of it? We must come, as poor penitent 
sinners, "and wash our robes, and ma' 
them white from every stain, in the blood 
the Lamb." We must draw nigh unto 
through faith in his Son, for justification 
pardon for all our sins, through faith in 
atoning blood of Jesus; that we maylteji 
tified, and stand accepted in the sight of 01 
heavenly Father, who, for his dear Son' 
sake, dotb array us in the white robes of hi 
righteousness, wherein there is no spot ; tlw 
we may be safe from condemnation; and that 
our names may be written in characters of 
light, in the Lamb's book of life; and " 
grant that it may be so with you all. 

Then, friends, the sinner who b thin 
brought home to God, is at the same 
impressed with a deep sense of the hoi 
of God, who requireth such a sacrifice, 
on atonement; and he abhors himself for his 
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iniquity— he is amazed at the view of the sin- 
fulness of sin — he dares not continue in this 
bondage— he knows that it is fatal in its very 
nature — he dares not call his disease by any 
soft name — he knows that no words can ex- 
press the malignity of this disease, the I'ear. 
fulness, or the danger, or death, to which it 
leads ; ami he is well aware that Christ came, 
not to save him in his sins, hut from his sins; 
and therefore he is impressed with the abso- 
lute necessity of coming, and of escaping 
from the bondage of his sin. But not only 
bo ; he is filled with a sense of the love of 
God ; he measures the love by the g 
of God's gift ; the greater the gift, the b 
the gratitude : who does not lenow it ? who 
does not admit it? And he contemplates 
the glorious doctrine of God, manifest in the 
flesh; his very soul is filled with love; and 
almighty love becomes the motive, the spring 
of his actions, and moves him forward, with 
perpetual power, in the direction of virtue, of 
happiness, of heaven, and of glory. And we 
may perceive, therefore, that the doctrine of 
our Lord's divinity lies at tiie foundation of 
the practical influence of the Gospel ; for the 
gospel is not a dream ; it is not a speculation ; 
the gospel is the power of God unto salva- 
tion. The glad tidings of salvation are 
communicated, and so bring on the best 
affections of the mind of man ; so it becomes 
the power of God unto salvation. 

Well, friends, God grant that we may have 
faith to receive truth as it is in Jesus, as there 
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is no greater clanger in the present day, than 
of being one-sided in religion. Man must 
have his mind stretched by a divine power 
before he can comprehend the whole truth. 
I beseech yon, as you value your immortal 
souls, come and be baptized, not only into 
the name of the Father, and into the name of 
the Son, but also into the name of the Holy 
Ghost; for no man ever did, or ever will, 
sanctify himself; and we know that in us, that 
is, in our flesh, dwelletli no good thing; and 
that " without holiness no man shall see the 
Lord," nor can we possibly breathe the ele- 
ment of heaven. And how are we to he made 
meet for heaven P Oh, friends ! ours is * 
practical religion, ours is the religion of righ- 
teousness. We plead for a new creation; we 
plead for the putting tiff of the old man, which 
is corrupt, and for the pulling on of the new 
man, which is created in righteousness and 
true holiness. 

And Lhose who truly believe in a crucified 
Redeemer, do receive, through faith in him, 
the blessed gift of God's Holy Spirit. Now 
you may always observe one thing, friends, 
that when people ilc^rads the Son. tliey think 
little of the holy Spirit ; they do not feel the 
need of justification or sancti fixation through 
the blood of Christ, and they think that ihey 
may be prepared for heaven, without the 
«d of the holy Ghost. For, my beloved 
friends, it is utterly impossible for poor cor- 
rupt man ever to enter through the pearl 
into the city of God, unless he is sancli- 
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fied ; and nothing ever will or can sanctify 
him, but the blessed influence of the Holy 
Ghost: and the whole grout concern is plainly 
stated by the apostle 1'aul, where he says, 
" We were somctiniL's Ui.ilisli, living in malice, 
in enmity, hateful, and haling one another." 
There is the description of man in the fall ; 
there is an account of yourselves, while yon 
remain in your sins; it applies to all mankind, 
— it runs through the page of history — of all 
experience. Rut after the love of God in Christ 
Jesus to man appeared, " not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but by 
his mercy he saved us, through the washing 
of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, which he hath shed on us abun- 
dantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
that being justified by grace, we might be 
made heirs, heirs of Cod, fitted for our in- 
heritance, made meet for our glorious posses- 
sion." "That we might lie made heirs;" and 
what is the use of our calling ourselves the 
children of God, unless we may be made 
heirs, and partake according tt> the hope of 
eternal life. And, therefore, ray beloved 
friends, I beseech you all, as you value your 
eternal inheritance, to come under the power, 
1 the cleansing power, the sanctifying efficacy 
of God's holy Spirit; that ye may now no 
longer produce the fruits of the flesh, but the 
fruits of the Spirit; which are, love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, gnoduess, faith, 
meekness, temperance; and then ye will be 
new creatures indeed ; you will come to see 
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"a new heaven and a new earth, wherein 
dwelletb righteousness;" then '* ye shall see 
Jerusalem (that is, the universal church), a 
quiet habitation, not one of her stakes shall 
be removed, not one of her cords shall be 
loosened; but there the glorious Lord himself 
shall be unto us a place of broad rivers and 
streams, "herein shall po no galley with oars, 
neither shall gallant ship pass thereby, for 
the Lord is our Judge, Hie Lord is our Law- 
giver, the Lord is our King, and he will save 

Oh! then, my beloved friends, in the n 
of all that is glorious, imjjortant, virtuous, 
nnd eternally happy, I beseech you to lay 
aside your unbelief, your reasonings, your 
speeidntions, your theories, your systems, and 
with the simplicity of little children, and in a 
deep sense of your own sins, come ye, and be 
ye baptized by a divine power, into the nam 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, one God over all, blessed for 
ever. 
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The Lord is my Shepherd ! " and I have 
thought, my beloved friends, that it was 
indeed a wondrous proof of the tender mercy 
of our God, that he condescended to be our 
guide. " The Lord is my shepherd, 1 shall 
not want : he maketh me to lie down in the 
green pastures: he leadeth me beside still 
waters: he restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake." And our blessed Saviour's 
words are surely peculiarly precious ; "lam 
the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd 
givelh his lift' for the sheep." And may we 
all know him to be our Shepherd ; and may 
we ever he found building- our hopes of sal- 
vation on the unmerited goodness of our 
Shepherd, who gave his life for the sheep; 
t for it is indeed the foundation of true religion, 
and the only roek on which we can raise a 
supi.Tstmetni'e of true holiness for our own 
salvation, for the ueliavo of man, and for the 
glory of God, even that the good Shepherd 
hath given his life for the sheep ; hath given 
his liie a ransom for us, to redeem us out of 
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the hands of our enemies, and to obliterate 
the hand-writing of- the law which wot 
against us, because of Iran agression ; to de- 
liver us from the curse of the law : blessed 
be the name of our ever adorable Redeemer. 
And now, friends, if we are believers indeed, 
we are not our own ; hut bought with a price — 
the precious price of the blood of Curist; 
and it is our delightful privilege to belong to 
the flock whicli he hath purchased, and to 
enjoy all those privileges which are bestowed 
on his followers; on his servants; on all 
those who are redeemed unto God through 
the blood of the Lamb. And I think it was in 
the character of a true believer in the Re- 
deemer, that David was made to say, " The 
Lord is my shepherd ;" and we may compare 
with this language, tin.- declaration of'our Lord 
respecting bis own flock ; " My sheep hew 
my voice; and I know them, and they follow 
me, and I will give unto thern eternal life, 
and no man can pluck them out of ray hands. 
My Father who gave them me is greater 
than all, and no man shall pluck them out 
of my Father's hands." 

And let us not forget, my beloved friends, 
what are our privileges, if we indeed belong 
to the flock of Christ, and truly believe in the 
Saviour of men. The Lord is our shepherd) 
the Iiord condescends to he our guide. Do 
we hiing the doctrine home to our practice ? 
I really fed that he is our guide ? are we 
Mill following him, as the sheep follow the 
shepherd, when they hear his voice? or are 



we etill leaning to an arm of flesh, and to 
our own understanding ? and are we still 
guided by the light of our own speculations, 
instead of being guided by the Shepherd of 
Israel, who knows what is best for us ; and, 
as we are concerned to follow liim, will un- 
doubtedly provide for us according to our 
need ? And I have been led to think this 
morning (all lliis subject has arisen very 
unexpectedly to myself.) in what a variety of 
ways the Lord our God condescends to guide 
us, and to go before his people, and to be 
also their rear- guard ; under :i feeling whereof, 
my soul is bowed in gratitude unto that God 
who is indeed "good to nil, and whose tender 
mercies are over all his works;" who would 
have all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of his truth. And those who 
belong, through a living faith, and through 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, to the flock 
of Christ, O! how great is their security in 
the midst of the dangers mid changes of this 
world of sin, and all those clouds of darkness 
wherewith the enemy of souls envelopes the 
minds of those who believe not, lest the glo- 
rious light of the gospel of Christ, who is the 
image of God, should shine unto them. 
» My beloved friends, < Jod guides us by his 
providence. And how delightful it is to con- 
template that especial care of Divine Provi- 
dence which is over the Lord's children ; for 
not a hair of their heads falls to the ground 
without him. "Behold the lilies, how they 
they toil not, neither do they spin ; 
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• blessed 



and yet I say unto you, that Solomon, in all 
his glory, was not arrayed like one of these. 
If then God si) clothe the grass of the field, 
which to-day ia, and to-morrow is cast into 
the oven, will he not much more clothe you, 
O! ye oflittle faith?" And I think we ought, 
more than we do, to commend ourselves with 
prayer to the special providence of our God 
aud Saviour, and to the guidance of (hat holy 
Guide, under whom all thi 
" in heaven and in earth ;" 
Saviour said, " AH power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth;" and he remains to 
be God over all things, both temporal and 
spiritual, to his own church. And if die 
Lord's children, although often sorely tried 
and perplexed, do commend themselves in 
faith and prayer to the Shepherd of the flock, 
and make (heir requests known to God is 
faith, they will not want a protector, they will 
not want a guide even in outward things; 
but the Lord will condescend to go before 
(hem, and make a. way for them when 
they see none, as it was with the children of 
Israel in the days of old, when they were 
escaping' from (he hand of Pharaoh ; and 
when the king, with all his chariots and his 
migdiiy hosts, and his powerful tinny, were 
closely pursuing them, ll 
ritlnT side of them, and tin 
before them, the command 
and see the salvation of God ; " and a pat 
way was made for them through the occa__. 
O friends, they had even then to walk by 



faith ; for the waves roared and tossed them- 
selves about, but they could not prevail over 
those who had faith to follow their guide ; 
for then a passage was made through the 

A deep of the ocean: and my firm belief is, 
that the same glorious God doth condescend, 
from season to season, to make manifest his 
goodness to those who love and follow him, 
even in the order of an outward providence; 
of that especial care which is over the Lord's 
children; for, "not a sparrow lalleth to the 
ground without your Father;" and, my be- 
loved friends, "you are of more value than 
many sparrows." 

My soul has been bowed in thankfulness, 
in the remembrance, at this time, that the 
Lord condescends to guide us hy the light of 
Scripture, my brethren ; and I trust we in- 
creasingly feel the value, the inexpressible 
worth, of the light of an outward revelation; 
of which the divine origin is made abun- 
dantly clear, hy evidence which enlightened 
reason cannot resist. O ! friends, are we 
diligent in making a right use of tins blessing? 
do we endeavour to follow the guidance of 
the light of Scripture, in all our ways, and 
-in all our works! 1 are we satisfied with the 

■^superficial perusal of the book, or do we 
endeavour to go down into the depth of it? 
is it our daily study? is it our daily delight' 
are the Scriptures our evening friend und 
companion? O friends, bow diligently d" " 
some of our forefathers, in the early period 
our Society, study the holy Scripti 
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how 
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deeply were many of them imbued with their 
holiness; how many long hours did they 
spend in the perusal of them ; of which we 
find a clear account written in many instances. 
They dared not lay the book on one side ; » 
they knew it from beginning to end ; they 
studied deeply, many of them, of which you 
Will find plain proofs, and clear records, in 
their history; and they were not afraid of 
applying to the sacred Volume, as the sure, 
safe test of their religious doctrine; and Ibey 
invited their hearers, ou all occasions, U> 
follow the example of the Rereans, who 
"searched the Scriptures daily, that tuej 
might know whether these things are bo." 
And I long to encourage my young friends 
to make a more diligent, watchful, careful 
use of the light of Scripture, whereby the 
Shepherd of Israel condescends, as by one 
main, important means, to guide the children 
of God ont of darkness into light; to bring 
their fellow men out of this blindness and 
ignorance to a knowledge of the truth, even 
into marvellous light ; and I believe, friends, 
the more diligently, the more humbly, the 
more earnestly, we devote our minds to the 
study of the sacred pages, the more we shall 
know of the fulness which is in Christ; 
more we shall know, from our own expei 
ence, that he is a wonderful counsellor 
almighty friend ; that in him are hid all 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. A 
toy dear friends, we are not to look for Christ. 
ms our shepherd, in tVie. A\»we. of \.Vw 
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Scriptures, hut in the use of them ; we are 
stewards, my beloved friends, and deeply 
accountable in the sight of God for a right 
use of oil his gifts and talents bestowed upon 

. ns ; and how shall we stand in his sight, if we 
do not make a right anil diligent use of this 
invaluable, most precious gift and talent, the 
light of an otHuarrl revelation, bestowed upon 
us in free mercy from our God. Aud there- 
fore, my beloved friends, " the Lord is our 
shepherd," and he guides us by the order of 
an especial providence, and by a plain light 
of an outward revelation, recorded for our 
instruction in the holy scriptures. 

My dear friends, t trust we can, with one 
heart and one mind, set our seal to these 
truths ; for they are plain , simple, and indubi- 
table, as the noon-day light. But dolh any 
man suppose, that the belief of them does in 
any degree weaken our esteem of the work of 
God's holy Spirit? God forbid, my dear 
brethren ; for on what does our value for the 
scriptures rest, but on the firm conviction that 
they were given forth under the immediate 
influence of God's holy Spirit? and who is 
there amongst us who dares to believe that 
the contents, even of the scriptures, will bene- 

^fit ns for the great purpose of salvation, unless 
they are unfolded to our spiritual minds, and 
impressed on our hearts, by that Spirit lvhich 
gave them forth ? for there is no one principle 
more clearly declared in scripture than this; 
" What man knoweth the things of a man, 
save the spirit of man whkliia'm^m' «wei 
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so the things of God knoweth no man, but 
the Spirit of God." And I do beseech my 
beloved friends, of every age and class, more 
and more earnestly to seek for the gift of 
God's boly Spirit, that they may know the 
Comforter to take of the things of Christ, and 
shew them effectually and savingly to their 
benighted souls ; for thus, and thus only, can 
we so believe in a crucified Redeemer as to 
live for ever ; thus, and thuB only, can we 
experience Him to be our resurrection and 
our life, and our sure and certain hope of 
immortal glory. And this, friends, is the 
work whereby the Holy Spirit brings us to 
Christ; the Spirit of the Father leads us to 
the Son ; and when we are thus brought to 
the Son by a living faith, the Lord is our 
Shepherd, because lie guides us by the im- 
mediate influence of bis Holy Spirit; " f« 
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God ;" and unless we are 
so led and guided, we cannot be sons. O ! 
friends, what a gloriuus privilege, that there U 
an access open for us all to the Father, through 
the Sou, by one Spirit; and that God, in hit 
matchless condescension, is pleased to make 
known his will to us by bis Spirit, not in the 
disuse of the means appointed, but in the 
use of them. Friends, let us no 

f prayer 
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God in true silet 



devote some of our private hours to the 
patient perusal of seriplure, with meditation 
and supplication; and then we shall know 
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more of the guidance, even the immediate 
guidance oft he Spirit of our God; and we shall 
realize our doctrine in our own experience. 

" My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me." O ! my beloved 
friends, here is the light of true Christian 
piety, very plainly to be distinguished from 
man's imagination, which, although it may 
assume the appearance of reality for a season, 
will only mislead into some miry marshes, 
where all will be misery and certain destruc- 
tion, unless we make our escape from it. 
And I have felt a very earnest desire for us, 
that we may be brought down into the depths, 
into real humility and simplicity ; I believe 
this is what we want, my friends, — to be 
brought down from the airy height of our 
own imagination, and to come down into the 
valley of humility. You know, friends, that 
the most abundant waters are ever gathered 
into the low valley of humility ; and there 
let us be broken before the Lord, and there 
let us renew our covenants with him by 
sacrifice, and let us give ourselves over to his 
immediate guidance and government ; not in 
our own lofty imaginations, but with child- 
like simplicity; that our's may lie the rejoicing 
► of an eminent servant of God, who in his day 
said, "This is my rejoicing, with simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, 
but by the grace of God, I have had my 
mversation in the world." And if we are 
fought down into this humble state, and 
j favoured to come to this simplicity and 
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godly sincerity, I fully believe the 
our Redeemer, who bought us with a pi 
will preserve us from mistaking the vi 
of a stranger ibr bis voice ; we may tnv 
him, dear friends: and you need not 
afraid of following that still small voice 
the Spirit of Christ in your own h 
which leads you into the path of self-di 
and I believe, friends, we are seldom i 
danger of waiting in the wrong way, if * 
walk in that way which crosses our ow 
lusts and vanities, our own pride and foil; 
our own worldliness, our own self-righteoo' 
ness, and our own stubborn wills : and whet 
my beloved friends, we are favoured to hei 
the still small voice of Israel's Shephen 
even the immediate guidance of his Spirit i 
the soul, if we find that it leads into sel 
denial, and into the crucifixion of the ol 
man, with all his lusts and devices, we n« 
not fear lo follow him ; for verily " the tree 
known by its fruits;" and 1 do apprehen 
that there is no doctrine more clearly slat* 
in the holy scriptures, than that the cliildre 
of God, who are brought to a living faith i 
his Son, are favoured with llie immediate infli 
ence of bis own Holy Spirit, to govern, guid 
and instruct them in all things, according I 
our Lord's Messi-d promise; " It is expediei 
for you that I go away ; for if I go not awa] 
the Comforter will not come unto you : ' 
if I depart, I will send him unto you; i 
\\)» ii the Comforter is come unto you, 
nil] guide you into ntttiuVu." '"ttve'w 



weth him not, anil cannot receive him; 
but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall he in you." 

O ! my beloved friends, we Ho not want a 
surer guide within us; we want more humi- 
lity, and more simplicity, and more zeal, 
that we may follow our guide in the path of 
obedience ; for " to obey is better than sacri- 
fice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." 
And nothing, according to my apprehension, 
can be more explicit than the description of 
the same guide, (instructing and governing 
in us,) given by the apostle John, where he 
s|>eak= of the anointing ; " The anointing 
which ye received of lu'tn ahideth in yon, 
and ye need not that any man teach you, 
but as the same anointing leai-helh von of all 
things ;" mark the comprehensiveness of the 
language, friends; "but as thesameanointing 
teaeheth you of al! things, and is truth, and 
no lie, abide in Him." And T do believe, 
my dear friends, that ibis may truly be suid 
to be the very ivellspring of a life of real 
Christian piety; it is no matter of human 
invention; and is ever to he distinguished 
from the enthusiasm of ihe creature. Friends, 
_ Salan will attempt to imitate it; he will try 
^^(o guide us out of the right way, by a false 
lijjht, which appears to have the true light, 
(i.ii- ii sign of true religion, by raising up 
epeculalive powers, when our real duty, and 
onrreal safety, lie in simple obedience; and 
thus he raises a mist round about us, and we 
think we descry a light, wV\eh \s ft\e toot 
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work of our own imagination ; and if we ex- 
amine its tendency impartially, we shall find 
that it does not lead to true happiness ; and 
in his own vanity, and in his own stubborn 
will, takes him by the band, and sets him in 
the seat of the scorner; and then be is 
mightily wise in his own eyes, and begins to 
judge his brethren; and he judges him- 
self, by taking the mote out of their eye, for- 
getting the deadly bwni which is in his own. 
But, my beloved friends, how different is the 
operation of the pure Spirit of our Godio tb< 
heart of man ; for it leads into humility, 
brokenness, tenderness of mind ; the old man 
is slain by it ; the old man is nailed to the 
cross of Christ; the pride of man's heart 
cannot stand by it; the rockwork of the heart 
is broken to pieces ; and, in our humility, 
our reverent waiting on (he Lord, we 
favoured (I am bold to assert it,) we 
favoured, from season to season, distinctly to 
hear a word behind us, saying, Tbis is 1* 
way, walk thou in it. If, friends, you wot 
walk in it, notwithstanding the cross which » 
in it, notwithstanding Hie slaying of the old 
man, with all hi-; imii^iiiLktioiis, and all his va- 
nity, and all his pride, you would find the pur* 
light of truth abound more and more in 
hearts. And those who follow the still 
voice of Israel's Shepherd in faith, will fi; 
that their consciences will become more 
more enlightened, and they will not be 
demned by their consciences, but wUl be 
a)ong for a season, tthe vier&ons Windfc 



lowing on in faith, making gentle, careful, 

2ady steps, on their w;iv t" Zion. 

Ours is the duty of little children, friends, 
to follow our Father's voice, to follow our 
shepherd's voice; but if we do follow on in 
faith, we shall soon have abundant cause to 
bless the Lord our God for his gracious good- 
ness, and for that wisdom which cometh from 
above, and which is imparted to the souls of 
the believers in Jesus, in unmerited mercy and 
tender compassion. And, friends, T beseech 
you not to he guided by your earthly and 
carnal wisdom, which is sensual and devilish 
in its very nature, but to humble yourselves, 
and pray for the guidance of that wisdom 
which cometh from above, and which first of 
all is pure. 

Now, friends, you want a characteristic ; 
eoine of you want to know how the Spirit of 
God is to be marked and characterized. Why 
it is first of all pare. My beloved young 
friends, mark the words; it will never fail to 
lead yon in the path of purity. " Blessed are 
the pure in heart; for they shall see God." 
And when, in the smallest degree, you de- 
part from purity, your access unto God is 
barred al that very moment; and some of 
i, you know it: do not all of us know, from 
our own experience, thai the wisdom of God 
is first pure P And do you want another cha- 
racteristic, friends ? it is next -peaceable. O ! 
do not be afraid of following that pure wit- 
ness for truth in your own bosoms, which 
leads you to make peace amonnpV wfeess., «a^ 



to keep peace yourgelvt 



which leads you 



; which li 
to suffer wrong; which spiritually tells j 
that you must iiol Ijc- easily provoked; whicl 
whimpers in the secrets of your hearts, that yoe 
must " hope all things, believe all things, 
hear all things, endure all things." O ! this 
is a safe and holy guide indeed. Mark i 
characteristic, friends. And not only peaci 
able, hut gentle, and easy to be entreated. 
O ! that we might be easily entreated, friends; 
that we might seek for that wisdom which ii 
from above. But there are those who makl 
a high profession, and set up a light of thdl 
own imagination, which they call by verj 
high names ; and there is very little mercy in 
them ; and they do not understand the word*, 
fidl of mercy and good fruit*. But O ! 
friends, the tree is known by its fruits; a 
the guidance of the pure spirit of the Lord 
Almighty is ever found to be accompanied 
with that blessed attribute, mercy; and its 
fruits are good. O! friends, there are some, 
who speak as if they were guided by an infal- 
lible light, whose fruits are not good ; their 
fruits are harsh, bitter, unripe, unwholesome; 
and they never will promote such fruits as 
these, the spread of true religion in the world, 
or the glory of God. But humble yourselves 
my dear brethren ; come down into that d 
valley of humility; drink of that pure strei 
submit yourselves to the guidance of yoi 
holy Head, who dwells in you by his Spirit; 



and then ye will have mercy, and not sacri- 
fice; and then your fruits will be ripe, and 
sweet, and pleasant, to the taste, for the wel- 
fare of man, and ihe glory of God. Well, 
it seems as if the whole subject was clearly 
set forth by the apostle James, that most 
practical writer; and I wish, triends, we were 
more endued with the contents of these epis- 
tles, from beginning to end. Without par- 
tiality; there is another characteristic. Do 
you want to know how the pure guidance of 
the divine Spirit is to be distinguished, 
friends ? there is no partiality in it ; it leads 
away from all parly spirit; and we know, 
friends, that party spirit is natural to man. 
And there are those who think themselves in 
possession of what they call an infallible guide, 
who shew fortli party spirit; and they are 
laden with many prejudices; and they do 
not come forth into the enjoyment of Chris- 
tian liberty. O ! friends, theirs is not the 
guide of whom we read in Scripture; for as 
we come under the pure government of the 
Prince of Peace, duelling in us by his Spirit, 
it will divest us of all partiality, and bring 
us into the broad blaze of gospel liberty, 
wherein our very souls will be tilled with love 
^ to all, of every name, who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and at the same time, friends, 
it will not lead us to sacrifice one tittle or 
one particle of the law of our God. And 
here is a point winch requires caution; it 
arises before me ; all that is of a party spirit. 
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all that is of the prejudice of man, i 
perish ; and the sooner it perishes the bi 
in order to Free us From this bumkige. 
us take care, Friends, that we do not sac! 
one jot or one tittle of the law of nur < 
and I do believe that the more we come u 
its influence, the more we shall Feel oursi 
constrained to bear, in all respects, a. consi: 
tent and living testimony to the true spirt' 
ality and perfection of the glorious gos[ 
dispensation. And finally, my belote 
friends, the wisdom which < umeth From a 
is Without hypocrisy. O ! friends, may we b 
preserved from hypocrisy. But the eye c 
my sool seems to be anointed to the view o 
a possible condition, a condition which i 
know was pointed out of a sect in days t 
old, that oF the "whited sepulchre, full < 
dead men's bones ;" and in such a state I 
this there is no religion at all. 

Well, my beloved friends, may W' 
know ttiut the Lord is our shepherd ;— 
we know that he hath a right to be our t 
herd, because he bath bought us with 1 
blood; — may we know that he guides us I 
bis special providence ; — may we know that b 
instructs us by the pure, abounding light 
scripture; — may we know that he duello H hi 
Spirit iu our hearts, according to the repeate 
testimony of scripture ; there to illumii * 
there to instruct,— Eh ere to guide us,— 
to subdue all our evil propensities — there ti 
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work, — there to make us meet for our hea- 
venly inheritance. And may we all experi- 
ence this, friends ; for we have need to come 
home to the principle, so often advocated by 

•^ our fore-fathers, that the kingdom of God is 

r not in word, but in power. 



" Thus saith the Lord who formed thee, O ! 
Jacob ; who made thee, O ! Israel ; fear not, 
my servant Jacob, and thou Jesburun, whom 
I have chosen. I will pour water on him that 
is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground ; I will 
pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my bless- 
ing on thine offspring; and they shall grow 
up as the grass, as the willows by the water- 
courses: and one shall say, I am the Lord's; 
and another shall call himself by the name 
of Jacob ; and another shall subscribe with his 
hnnd unto the Lord, and surname himself 
with the name of Israel ; for I am the Lord 
thy God, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel. I am the first, and I am the loft ; 
and beside me there is no God." 

And I believe, friends, that there is an 
encouraging- language of this descriptioi 
be addressed, even in the present day, to the 
Israel of God ; to that Jesburun whom he 
hath chosen ; and I trust we have good ground 
for applying ihe promise, made to ancient 
Israel, to the church of the Jiving God in all 
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_ s; for we are taught, by the Apostle Paul, 
that true believers in our Lord Jesus Christ 
are the children of Abraham by faith: and 
we know that the habitation of the church of 
God is frequently described as being Zion ; 
the New Jerusalem ; the city of the living 
God ; and I wish we may all be inhabitants 
of this city, even in the present life; for when 
we have turned our backs on an evil world, 
and have chosen the Lord for our portion — - 
when we have been delivered from the power 
of darkness, and translated into the kingdom 
of the dear Son of God, then are we, even 
here, inhabitants of Zion ;— we are come to the 
New Jerusalem ; — we are Israelites indeed ; — 
and the Christian privileges which we are 
permitted to enjoy, on this side the silent 
grave, are the token and pledge of that perfect 
and eternal joy which awaits llie children of 
God in the heavenly Jerusalem; where saints 
and angels do for ever surround the throne of 
God, and sing his praise, saying, H alleluia, 
Halleluia, for thou, O Lord God omnipotent, 
reignest. 

And the word Jeshurun, friends, peculiarly 
denotes what ought to be the character of 
those who profess that they are the Israelites 
of God ; for my dear friends, it may be said, 
that profession of religion is fashionable in 
the present day : and there are many, who, 
even on very superficial grounds, are ready 
o say, I am the Lord's, and to name thero- 
elves with the name of Jacob, and to sub- 
■ribe with their hands unto the Lord, and to 
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be cut off." And I do believe that theday is 
coming 1 , when we shall know more of this 
blessed change ; when " the wilderness and the 
solitary place shall ho ulad for them, and the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose ; 

F when it shall rcjnic<' abundantly, and blossom 
as the sweet rose of Sharon." 

for I believe, my beloved friends, there 
are many in the present day, who are seeking 
after truth, and the state of their minds may 
be compared to tin- thirsty wilderness, as it 
were, longing for the showers of water; and 
to them is the promise, " I "ill pour water on 
them that are thirsty, and floods on the dry 
ground ; I will pour my spirit upon their 
seed, and my blessing on their offspring;" 
and again, satth the Lord, "as the stars of 
the heavens cannot be numbered, neither the 
sand of the sea measured, so will I multiply 
the seed of David, my servant, and the 
Levites who minister unto me ; for they 
shall spring up as the prass, and as the wil- 
lows by the Mater-courses." And I have no 
doubt there arc many, even in this assembly, 
who are athirst after God; "as the hart 
pa.nteth after the water-brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, O God ; my soul is athirst 

# for God, for the living God ; as a thirsty land 
wherein no water is." And, my beloved 
friends, open your hearts wide, for the Lord 
is graciously disposed to accomplish his own 
promise, and to pour water on them that are 
thirsty, and floods on the dry ground. And 
what is this water, friends? what is this life- 
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giving principle ? what is this reviving, this 
refreshing influence, by which the very soul 
of the human heart will be made to blossom 
like the rose, and bring forth abundance of 
sweet and wholesome fruit? Mosi assuredly 
it is not the wisdom of man, — -it is not the 
learning of man,— it is not the opinions of 
man, — it is not any system of man's pro- 
curing or inventing. No, it is from (Jod, 
my friends; / will pour water on him that 
is thirsty; / will pour floods on the dry 
ground ; it is the influence of God's holy 
Spirit, by which alone we are brought out of 
darkness into light, and experience the glory 
of this new creation; ami I believe, my dear 
friends, the time is coming, when those who 
are in search for that which can truly satisfy 
the soul, will abstain from their dependence 
on the words and works of man, and from 
the arm of flesh under every form, and come 
and sit under the immediate teaching of 
Christ, their Redeemer; when a language will 
be proclaimed like unto thia. Let all flesh 
keep silence before the Lord, for he is raised 
up out of his holy habitation. The willing and 
the running of man must be subdued ; — the 
untutored soul of the creature, not according 
to knowledge, must be brought low; — the , 
--slerns of man's forming must be broken 
—and many a pleasant picture marred 
md stained in our view by the force of truth, 
y the Lord's own power, in the day of his 
mighty power; for the day of the Lord's 
jower shall be on all that is proud and lofty. 
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and on all that is high and lifted up, and it 
shall he brought low ; and not only will man 
know the earth to bo shaken, but the heavens 
also; not only temporal tilings, which are 
but for a moment, and will soon pass away, 
but even their religious systems, and the 
methods which they have devised for them- 
selves, and the building which they have con- 
structed in their own wisdom and .strength, — 
the spiritual building: the day of the Lord's 
power will be more and more on whatsoever 
is not of God, in the earth and in the heavens, 
and all will be shaken; and pure immortal 
truth will arise in its native dignity, and 
spread on every side ; and the ocean of light, 
life, and love will overflow the ocean of dark- 
ness and death ; and 1 do believe that it will 
he a glorious day, and one which must be 
brought ahui.it, not by I he power of man, — not 
by his inventions, — much less by his restless 
and tumultuous desires, — but by the progress 
of truth in the minds and in the conduct of 
believers in our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Friends, "our weapons are not carnal, hut 
mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds, bringing down every high 
thought and imagination into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ," And what are these 
weapons, my brethren i* they are the weapons 
of truth, of charity, of meekness, of love; 
these are our weapons, and (Jod grant that 
we may wield no other weapons. But let us 
go forth into a world of sin and wickedness, 
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clothed in the Christian armour, wearing the 
breast-plate of righteousness, and the shield 
of faith, and our feet shod with the prepa- 
ration of the gospel of peace, and having on 
for a helmet the hope of salvation, and having 
a two-edged sword in our hands. O ! how 
sharp and destructive a sword is the word & 
God ; for even the word as it is outwardly 
preached, and much more so in its inward 
operation, pierces even to the dividing asu 
der of the joints and marrow, of ihe soul a 
spirit, and is a discerner of the thoughts a 
intents of the heart. 

Now, my beloved friends, you who i 
thirsting after God,— you who are no longer 
satisfied to he fed with liusVs, — you who an 
hungering after the bread of life, — you wht 
want to come under a feeling of the powe 
of Almighty love, — to you the language k 
addressed ; " Fear not, Jacob, my servant, or 
thou Jeshurun whom I havechosen ; for I will 
pour water on him that is thirsty, and floods 
on the dry ground." Come then, my brethren, 
and no longer place your dependence on the 
teaching of man, hut come under the teach- 
ing of Christ; for the promise went forth ii 
days of old to the church in her aHlicin.ni 
What was her promise ? " O ! thou afflicted, 
tossed with tempest, and not comforted, b 
hold I will lay thy stones with fair coloui 
and lay lliy foundations with sapphires; iu 
I will make thy windows with agates, and tl 
gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders . 
int stones ; and all thy children s" " ' 
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taught of the Lord: and great shall be the 
peace of thy children." Mark the words, 
my brethren; "all thy children shall be 
taught of the Lord." Now, friends, how 
— does the Lord teach us ? lie hath many 

™ Bays of teaching us, blessed be his holy 
name : he has bestowed upon us the volume 
of scripture, " which is able to make us wise 
unto salvation, by faith which is in .Ic.-us 
Christ." And I delight in believing, that what- 
soever name we may bear, we can all unite in 
the simple acknowledgment that "all Scrip- 
ture is given by the inspiration of God, and , 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, and for instruction in righteous- 
ness ; that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works." 
And it is, my dear friends, a most blessed 
privilege that we may stand together on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner stone. 
And I beseech you, my friends, virit to neglect 
the perusal of Scripture daily, in the privacy 
of your closets, and also in your family 
circles, whatever name you may bear; and 
wait upon the Lord your God, that gave the 
scriptures forth ; wait upon him, friends, 

«■ "who has the key of David ; who openeth 
aud no man shutleth, and shutteth and no 
man openeth." And He, as you wait upon 
him, will impress the scriptures on your 
hearts, and unfold them to your understand- 
ings ; and there is a fund, a deep fund of 
wisdom in ihem, which no man can fathom 



to the bottom ; but the Holy Spirit, 
gave tin in forth, can make them knott 
the honest enquirer, and can apply the 
bis very heart for practical purposes; (a 
secret things belong to the Lord our 
but the things which are revealed belo: 
us and to our children. And for what 
pose, friends ? That we may do all the t 
of this law. Now in the diligent use 01 
holy scriptures, with prayer and supj 
tion, we receive more and more of the i 
ence of that Holy Spirit, by which we 
be enabled to understand them arigh 
apply them to our practice, and truly to 
in the way of holiness ; but, friends, it 
be the power or God, it must be the it 
dittte influence of that Spirit, which can ; 
do the work for us. And I beseech 
friends, as you value your immortal sou 
pray for the Holy Spirit, that your rt 
spirits may be refreshed, and that the ( 
forter may take of the things of Christ, 
apply them to your hearts, and unfold 
to your understandings; and he will ( 
friends. The promise is sure ; " Whet 
Comforter is come, whom I will send 
you from the Father, he shall abide 
you for ever, and shall lead you int 
truth, and bring all things to your rer 
brance whatsoever I have said unto y 
and blessed be the name of our Goc 
does lead, govern, and guide his belli 
children, by a divine light and a. cell 
influence. May you all know it; for 
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anointing which ye have received of him 
abidelh in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach you ; but as the same anointing 
teaches you of all things, and is truth, and 
no lie ;" for, " as many us are led by the Spirit 

r of Cod, (hey are the sous of God." 

Now I believe, friends, that the more we 
search the holy scriptures, in an humble, de- 
vout spirit, and the more we are brought under 
the guidance and government of the Lord's 
anointing, the more we shall arrive at a holy 
unanimity in the things of God. We shall not 
lay the stress of our minds on those forms or 
practices which are of man's invention; but 
the stress of our minds will rest on pure, im- 
mortal, essential, soul-saving truth : and I long 
that the blessed day may be hastened, when 
we may be weaned from all our dependence 
on the systems of man, and of all his pride, 
and of all his prejudice; and when we may 
receive pure truth in all its simplicity, in its 
native power, and come every one of ua under 
its immediate government and divine influ- 
ence : and then we shall be a glorious com- 
pany indeed, friends; and though we may 
be of different names, we shall be one in 
Christ Jesus, and know of a truth that there 

^ is "one body, and one Spirit, even as we are 
called by one hope of our calling ; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all," from whom, and through whom, and 
unto whom are all things; blessed be his 
glorious name for ever. 

And then, friends, we shall find that it is 
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the very nature of this pure leaven to s] 
it will abound more anil more on every 
and he who can turn the very stones 01 
street into children of Abraham, will i 
true Israelites t<> spring up as the grass 
as the willows by the water- courses. W 
not Christianity more diffusive, friends, i 
operation ? because the leaven is not 
enough, and because ii is so mixed up 
human inventions and human systems. L 
these things, and come lo the pure t 
in its original and primitive power, — 
saving, immortal truth ; and come unde 
very power of it, and not the form c 
why, our religion would be diffusive, 
spread on every side, and great would bi 
peace and joy in the Lord; and then, 
only in profession, but in reality, one w 
say, " I am the Lord's, and another w 
name himself with the name of Jacob, 
another would sabBcribe n ith his hand t< 
Lord, and surname himself with the nan 
Israel." 

My beloved friends, there is but one f 
dation, and that is Christ crucified ; 
preach Christ crucified ; to ihe Jews a «■ 
hling-block, and to the Greeks foolishi 
but unto them which are called, both . 
and Greeks, Christ the power of God. 
the wisdom of God." And there is but 
right superstructure ; and thai is the 
or God's Spirit in the heart of man, 
ducing a holy life and conversation, wc 
ofourhigh vocation. And those raO'l 
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under this influence will he taught to worship 
God, who is a Spirit, in spirit and in truth ; 
and the mote they know of this influence, the 
less will they place their dependence on the 

I wisdom and learning of man, even in the 
exercise of the Christian ministry; but they 
will find that the ministry of the gospel of 
Christ is as free as the air that we hreathe ; 
and the anointing in the universal church, 
nnderthe immediate influence of the Lord's 
re-anointing, which, when it is poured forth, 
no man can stay rightly, and when it is with- 
held, no man can command. And I wish 
that all of every name, in the exercise of the 
Christian ministry, will place more and more 
their dependence on the scriptures of truth, 
and apply these scriptures to the spiritual 
wants of our hearers. We want more faith 
in our God, friends; we want more faith in 
the Holy head of the church, who is disposed 
lo provide for all our need, and will minister 
to his church universal according to its neces- 
sities ; we want to come under the liberty of 
the Spirit; for that which is bom of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is bom of the Spirit 
is spirit; and whatsoever in our religious ser- 

^ vices is the fruit of man's carnal mind, doth 
not glorify God ; hut whatsoever is bom of the 
Spirit, doth glorify God ; it comes from God. 
Let no man suppose that we would speak 
lightly of learning, knowledge, information. 
No ! on the contrary, the servants of God, 
and his children of every name, are bound 
\ bound to provide them- 






ith knowledge of all things useful 
and honourable, as far as lies in their powi 
that the instrument may be enlarged a 
improved Tor their Master's use. For tl 
exercise of their gifts in the ministry of 
gospel, they must not depend on their 01 
learning, but they must present their mi: 
. living sacrifice unto (heir God, that, U 
the influence of his Holy Spirit, they 
„ 1 forth in the work as good scribes, brinj 
forth from their treasury things new and 
And then, friends, we shall know more of 
native power,— more of a spreading, dii 
' " ence, in Ihe Christianity of those 

profess it; and many will rally roi 
the standard of Jesse's immortal Son ; 
the barren wilderness of this world 
blossom as the rose of Sharon. 

O ! my beloved friends, would to God that 
all who name the name of Jesus would learn 
the lesson of silence; to he brought into true 
stillness before God; to know tin: iToature, 
with all his imaginations, and all Ins inven- 
tions, to be reduced as into nothing; lli.it 
God may arise, and perform his own work, 
and (jualify his servants for the hibonrti of 
love, (hat their offerings may be acceptable 
and pure. And the Lord doth qualify his 
servants for their work, by bringing them 
into secret suffering; they are brought into 
deep exercise of mind, fur Ihe welfare of the 
cause; they till up that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ, for the body*! sake, 
wlikh is the church : and this appears to be 
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described, in the language of an ancient pro. 
phecy ; " The Lord whom ye seek shall sud- 
denly come to his temple; and who can 
stand when he appeareth ? for he is like a 
m refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap : and he 

9 shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
be shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge 
them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
un!o the Lord an offering in righteousness." 
Now, "sons of Levi" are those who were 
peculiarly appointed to the service of the 
temple, to offer unto the Lord an offering 
in righteousness. And I hope the day is 
coming, when ihe Lord will pour forth of 
his Spirit on all flesh, and when our sons 
and our daughters shall prophesy, when on 
his servants and on his handmaids he will 
pour forth of his Spirit, and they shall pro- 
claim the glad tiding of solvation, under 
the immediate influence of that Spirit, mak- 
ing a diligent use of those materials which 
are contained in the holy scriptures, which 
were put forth by God himself, and are his 
glorious gift. 

Now, my beloved friends, may you all 
come more and more under the power of 

* God ; for the kingdom of God is not in 
"♦word, but in power; and you must be saved 
not by word, but hy power. Come, I be. 
seecli yon, as poor contrite sinners in the 
sight of God, and wash your garments from 
every stain in the blood of the Lamb, which 
was shed for all men for the remission of 
sins. And no longer depend on your own 






wisdom, or on the wisdom of your fellow men, 
in the things of religion ; but come for your- 
selves, under the immediate influt 
Holy Ghost, that you may be baptized wit 
the Holy Ghost; may be raised up, by a 
power belter than your own, unto newnets 
of life, and bring forth the fruits of 
Spirit, which are joy, peace, long-suffering, 
faith, meekness, temperance. " Put on 
strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful 
ments, O Jerusalem, the holy city; shi 
thyself from the dust: arise, and sit doi 
O Jerusalem; loose thyself from tbi 
of thy neck, O captive daughter of Zi 
For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold 
selves for nought, and ye shall be red' 
without money and without price.'" 

There is nothing in the world, there 
nothing under heaven, friends, so pow« 
and so pure as genuine, primitive, unmi 
unadulterated Christianity. And O that 
might have it pure, friends ; O that 
have it in its primitive, original force. 
that we might divest it from the forms 
systems and inventions of man, and bec< 
the living servants of that holy Lord, 
whom dwelled) all virtue, and all righteoi 
ness, and nil the beauty of holiness in 
highest perfection. Do you understand 
friends ? lei the great pattern be your stand, 
ard, and " put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and fulfil not the desires of the flesh "" 

I provision for the flesh, to fulfil the li 
thereof: put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ 
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! that ye wear the robe of his righteous- 
for if ye go to the sii]ij>or of the great 
g without the wedding garment, ye shall 
" bound hand and foot, and cast into outer 
ts ; there shall be weeping and gnash- 
of teeth." And what is this wedding 
ment ? it is the robe of a Saviour's righ- 
. But not only so ; we are justified 
n the blood of Christ, hut we must 
i be invested with his character ; and 
I to God that the Israel, (he professing 
of God, all who call themselves by 
I name of Jacob, the spiritual Jacob, all 
who surname themselves with the name of 
Israel, would come home to the very centre 
and spring of truth ; and under the influence, 
the immediate influence and government of 
God's Holy Spirit, put on Christ Jesus, and 
conform themselves to that perfect model: 
rad then, friends, truth, — pure, unsullied, un- 
ingeable truth, — would spread rapidly on 
rery side, and the hlessed day would be 
astened, when the whole world would be 
1 with the knowledge of the glory of God, 
s the waters cover the mighty deep. 






PRAYER I. 



O adorable Lord God ! — who knowest o 
downsizing and uprising, — who underslatu 
est oar thoughts afur off, and art acquaint 
wilh idl our ways, — before whom all lien 
are equal, and counsels hid, — we are emb 
dened to present our bodies to thee, who 
quirest a living sacrifice, acceptable to tb 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. And 
beseech thee, O Lord God ! to grant U 
ay be Heart hud as uith the ligl 
nongst us : — that thou wotili 
to every one of us, in the lit 
Spirit, our secret faults: — U 
lit ou wouldst bring forth before us our p: 
sumptuous sins, and slay them as on t 
allar, — that they may be destroyed, and 
longer defile thy temple : — that thou wouli 
be pleased, O thou holy one of Israel! 
baptize the hearts of thy people with t 
Holy Ghost, and with fire: and when t 
chaff is given to be consumed by the fire, 
lirant thai even then we may know it to ' 
ihe fire of a Saviour's love. 

O Lord God ! we praise thee in ihe reme 
brance that thou art Love \ and that her 
thou host shewn forth thy love to ihe child 
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make knot 
of thy < 



of men ; even in giving thine only begotten Son 
to be a propitiation for our sins. We praise 
thee, O Lord God ! for this, thy unspeakable 
gift ; and that thou bast not left us under the 

bondage of sin, but art also bestowing the 
heavenly gift of thy own anointing ; even of 
that Spirit, which bloivclh where ii listeth ; for 
as the wind bloweth but under the guidance of 
thy command, O thou life-giving God ! we 
beseech thee pour forth on this assembly thine 
own anointing Spirit : and grant, we beseech 
thee, that the brokenhearted may be bound 
up ; — that the wounded in spirit may be 
made whole; — that those who are in the very 
depth of captivity, may be delivered there- 
from, to the glorious liberty of thy children ;— 
that thou wouldst cause many, who in them- 
selves are so hound, through thine own 
mighty power, to become trees of righteous- 
ness of thy own right-hand planting; the 
fruits of which shall redound to thy praise ; — 
the branches of which shall afford shelter to 
all fowl of every wing, under the various dis- 
pensations of thy providence. 

Thus, O most gracious Lord God! we 
beseech thee to arise and minister to us ac- 

^ cording to our several necessities; and under 
the living sense of thy own almighty power, 
enable us now, with one heart, and one spirit, 
to acknowledge that thou alone art over us 
all, God! — blessed for ever. And to thee, 
with the dear Son of thy Love, through the 
one eternal Spirit, belongs, and must be 
ascribed, all praise for ever and ever. 







Almighty and everlasting Father! — tl 
Creator of heaven, and the earth; — if 
glorious Lord of the universe, who rillest « 
thy strength the boundless works of t 
own hands : — ■ we, thine unworthy c 
by creation, are bowed down before t 
some sense of thy power, as of thy holin 
and of our alienation from thee, through s 
Grant, O glorious God ! that we may a" 
come thy children by adoption ; even thro 
a. living faith in the atoning blood of t 
beloved Son, our only Saviour; that so, 
reconciled children, we may call thee,— 
Abba — our Father; and grant that as chil- 
dren, we may hencclbrili lie Lruided not hy 
our counsel, (which thou knowest is worse 
than vanity,) but by the revelation of thine 
holy will, — Lord God of our Fathers ! — as it 
is outwardly made known in the volume of 
Scripture, (for which precious gift we rever. 
ently thank thee,) and as it is inwardly mai " 
fested in the secret of our hearts, hy thy o 
pure anointing. 

O thou most Holy Lord God Almighty ! ! 
we reverently beseech thee that we may b 
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brought back, as a religious people, to first 
principles; and may indeed know Christ 
to dwell in us by his Spirit, to guide and 
govern us in all our ways, words, and works; — 
^ that we may bring forth fruits unto holiness; — 
V and that the end may be everlasting life : for 
we are bowed (some of us are broken) in the 
remembrance that the wages of sin is death : 
but that thy gift, O God ! — even thy free un- 
merited gift, is eternal life ; through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. And under a 
living, humbling sense thereof, we crave abi- 
lity to confess that unto thee, O Father all 
glorious ! and unto thy beloved Son, — who is 
one with thee through thine own eternal 
Spirit, — belongeth, and must be ascribed, — 
honour, glory, power and praise ; — all majesty 
and high renown ; — all power and everlasting 
dominion; — for that thou alone art worthy. 



O Lord God Almighty ! thou sovereign d 
poser of all events— thou, in whose hands ai 
the hearts of all men, — we are bowed dowi 
before Ihee in reverence and godly fear; t 
in the remembrance that thou art a ~ 
present Spirit. We beseech thee to enabl 
us this evening to worship ihee in spirit, i 
in truth; — to bow down before tbeu in di 
humility ; — -and to acknowledge that thou a 
overall, God! — blessed forever. Grant, C 
glorious Father 1 that we may know ourselvc 
as we really are. We confess that withoc 
thy quickening grace, we are dead i 
passes and sins: and are the children ■ 
wrath, even as others. He thou pleased, C 
gracious Lord ! to breathe into us the breath 
of eternal life ;— to raise us up by thy a 
power; — that we may be partakers of t 



blessed hope of a "lor 
our Lord and Sat' 



] o rial ity, thro u{ 



e spirit into one body : 
grant, O gracious Lord ! that we ma; 



•s 
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brought individually to a living fellowship 
with thy church universal. Take Ihou away 
all our pride,- — all our parly spirit,— and all 
our prejudices; and unite our hearts in thy 
fear, and in thy love ; that we may be a strong 
phalanx in tiie army of the Lord ; and that 
whatsoever may he our respective names in 
the church of Christ, thai we muy enjoy the 
unily of the Spirit in the bond of peace; and 
may be engaged in the sjime warfare under 
the unfurled banner of the same unconquered 
Captain ; — even the prince of peace— the im- 
mortal Son of Jesse — His well-beloved Son — 
God! — our only Mediator and Redeemer — 
Jesus Christ : that we may all be enabled to 
follow him in the regeneration and in the 
newness of life. 

Thou knowcst, O Lord God ! that the 
powers of darkne-s are arraigned in these 
days against the light of thy truth. We be- 
seech thee to grant that all thine enemies may 
be for ever scattered ; and that the bright 
beams of the Sun of lli^hU'Diisness may arise 
on this dark benighted world, until it shall be 
filled with light ; until the whole world shall 
be full of thy glory, and a knowledge of thee, 
ind of thy Son, Jesus Christ, which is eternal 



Now we confess, O Lord God! that the 
work is thine, and that the power is thine 
alone: and under a deep feeling that unto us 
belongeth shame and confusion of face, we 
acknowledge that to thee alone, through thine 
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own well-beloved Son, belongeth the praise- 



the glory — and the dominion — for ever. En- 
able us therefore, we pray thee, to unite with 
the songs of saints, and of angels ; and in 
great self-abasement to say, — Hallelujah ! — 
Hallelujah ! — for thou, O Lord God ! omni- 
potent reigneth. 



PRAYER IV. 



O thou glorious God over all! — thou who 
art the author of every Messing-, temporal and 
spiritual — thou, from whom we have received 
all our comforts, all our bodily powers, and 
all our mental faculties- — thou, who hast 
endowed us with the noble faculty of rea- 
son, — in thy great mercy and goodness 
hast loaded us with benefits of every kind : 
thou knowest that in the fall we are degene- 
rate and corrupt; and even our best faculties 
perverted from thee ; in the sense whereof, 
we are broken and humbled ; and do acknow- 
ledge that we are not worthy even of the least 
of thy mercies ; and that it is only of thy so- 
vereign favour, and of thine unmerited com- 
passion, that we are not consumed. 

And now, we beseech thee, thou supreme 
author of all good! to bestow on us, yea on 
^every soul present, the pure heavenly gift of 
a saving failh in thy beloved Son — our only 
Saviour and Redeemer — our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And grant, we beseech thee, that we 
may individually know this faith to work in 
us by love ; that the love of the Saviour may 
expel the love of the world ftom our bosoms : 






62 PRAYER IT. 

and that we may be made willing tr» resign 
ourselves to tlie government and guidance in 
all things of thy Holy Spirit; — -of thy pure 
anointing which does lead into all truth; ai ' 
for which unutterably precious gift, we a 
bowed in reverent gratitude. Blot out all 
our iniquities, we reverently pray thee, in I 
blood of the great atoning ; and clothe us 
those white robesofa Saviour's righteousne 
which are so white, as no fuller on earth c 
whiten them. And grant, that through the 
operation of thy mighty power, we maybe 
invested also with the characters of thy be- 
loved Son ; and may be clothed in the g 
ments of humility — meekness — purity — in- 
tegrity ; and ever bound in love to thee, ; 
to our fellow men. 

And now, O Lord ! permit us, in 
manner, to commend unto thee o 
Brother,* who hath now borne testimony t 
thy truth, as it is in Jesus; and who hat' 
come over the mighty ocean 1 
pel love. O ! that thou wouldest lie pleased 
to be with him in all his works, and in a" 
his words; and to go before him from plac 
to place, and to be his rear-guard. Anoint 
and re-anoint him for thy service ; and clothe 
him in the blessed authority of thy Truth: nnd 
when he is brought into the baptism of sufli 
ing again and again, < > lie thou with him ev 
an it was with the children or Israel, when u 
like unto the Son of God was with them i i 
furnace ; and they came out from it without 
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one hair of their heads singed, and without 
the smell of fire passing on their garments. 
Be thou pleased, O gracious Lord ! if it seem 
meet in thy sight, to give him both his natural 
f and his spiritual life for a prey ; and eventu- 
ally to permit him his return to his own home, 
and to the bosom of his beloved family, in 
the abundant clothing of peace. 

And grant, O Lord God ! that we, thy 
poor unworthy children, may all be permitted 
in the end to meet in one glorious fold — even 
in the haven of perfect rest, — where we may 
enjoy together an eternal sabbath of peace ; 
and be for ever united in the acknowledg- 
ment, that thou art worthy, O God ! and that 
worthy is the Lamb that was slain, for ever 
and for evermore, of all majesty, dominion, 
glory, thanksgiving and praise. 



Glorious and Almighty Father, ■ 
deeply sensible that "except thou buildest the 
house, they labour in vain that build it; tbat 
except thou keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain;" and that " altli-'ii^li 
Paul plantelh, and Apollos watereth, thon 
alone canst give the increase ;" and therefore, 
on the bended knees of adoration, we reve- 
rently beseech thee, that thy word, even 
though feebly spoken, may not return unlu 
thee void, but may prosper in the thing 
whereunto thou sendest it ; and that many 
of those now assembled, may be turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of 
Salan unto thee, O God ! and that ihose 
who are already thine adopted children in 
Christ Jesus, may he confirmed in their faith. 
and comforted in the assurance of thy redeem- 
ing love; and grant, O gracious Lord, thai 
we may all be made abundant partakers of 
that pure knowledge of thee, and of thy well- 
beloved Son, which remains to be eternal life. 
Now, therefore, onto lliee, who alone art 
able to keep us from falling, and to pre 
us faultless before die presence of thy gloi 
with exceeding joy, unlo thee, the only wi 
God our Saviour, he all honour and gloi 
dominion and power, for ever and ■ 
Amen, and Amen. 





PRAYER VI. 



Enable us, we pray thee, O ! Lord God 
Almighty, to humble ourselves in thy pre- 
sence, under a feeling that we are indeed poor, 
blind, ignorant, and erring creatures ; and that 
all our hope of life and of light is in thee, 
our God, through Jesus Christ. 

O ! send forth thy light, thy truth, and thy 
love ; let them lead us, let them guide us unto 
thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacle. 

Deeply impress on our spirits, we pray 
thee, that it is not in vain man that walketh, 
to guide and govern himself ; but let us know, 
in the abasement and true reduction of the 
creature, that thy beloved Son, our only Sa- 
viour, is to us the wonderful Counsellor, who 
guides his children into all truth. 

And we beseech thee, O ! Lord, to bring 
us all under the immediate government and 
teaching of our holy Redeemer, that we may 
indivd sit every man under his own vine, and 
under his own 6g-tree, where none shall make 
us afraid. O ! bring us down, we pray thee, 
from every lofty height, and from every airy 
height, into the valley of deep humility, where 
the pure waters of life are known to flow ; and 









b pray thee, that the day of thy 






aft i 






power, of ihy glory, may t 
proud and lofty, on all that is high and lifted 
up, on all the lowering cedars, and on the 
sturdy oaks of Basban, and on all the ship 
of Tarshish, and on all pleasant pictures drawn 
by the lively pencil of man'sdistempered ima- 
gination; that the day of Ihy glorious power 
may be upon them all ; that we may be guided 
by pure truth, even by thine own wisdom, 
which eometh from above, Ad which doth 
lead into all that is virtuous, lovely, and 
true. 

Thou most glorious God, we commend 
our souls to thy keeping ; and we acknow- 
ledge, with reverent gratitude, that thou 3 
our shepherd ; under a living sense where 
we crave ability, now to return thanks t 
thine uniitteLublv nn.'ivirs inwards 1 
Jesus our Lord ; and to acknowledge thi 
unto thee alone, through our only Mediate 
and Redeemer, and in one eternal Spirit 
lieUiii^'i'th, anil must be ascribed, '" 
of thine own works. 

And we pray, O ! Lord, that a 
even in the thin if* of rcli^ii-iii, maybe brou^ 
down to nothing ; and that in us all thine o« 
Writ, tfaine own pure work, may n 
more praise thee, O Thou who art over all, 
God blessed for e 1 




PRAYER VII. 



) Lord God Almighty ! who art pleased in 
Lhy matchless condescension to make thy will 
known to thy poor — fallen — creature man, 
and to illuminate him even with thy law 
written on his heart, as well as by the glo- 
rious light of an outward revelation, we are 
bowed before thee iu the remembrance 
that thou art light, and that in thee there 
is no darkness at all. And, gracious Father ! 
we praise thee in the belief that thou didst 
raise up our forefathers by thine own power, 
to bear a simple testimony to the spirituality 
and true perfection of the glorious gospel dis- 
pensation. And, we beseech thee, that our 
beloved young friends may abide on the rock 
of ages, and lay their foundation deep in the 
clefts thereof; even on Christ crucified ; 
through whom alone we draw near to thee. 
^ And, gracious Father ! we beseech thee per- 
petually to impress on their minds that they are 
not their own, but bought with a price — even 
the precious price of the Redeemer's blood. 
And, gracious God 1 create in them a willing- 
:ss in all things to follow the guidance of 
e light of the Spirit of thy dear Son in their 
ft hearts ; whereby their consciences may 
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be enlightened, and rectified, and made ten- 
der before thee. 

Grant, Lord ! that they may follow ibee 
in the path of simple obedience. Grant th»l 
they may stand in the ways, and ask for tbe < 
old path, and say, where is the good way ?— 
and walk therein. And preserve them, we 
pray thee, from sacrificing i 
precious testimonies of thy truth; but let tl 
be bold in confessing their Lord ; and let than 
be in all things, we pray thee, conformed 
to the example of the great pattern — 
Lord and Saviour — Jesus Christ Take <" 
them, we beseech thee, for thy n 
for thy servants ;— anoint our sons and « 
daughters as in days of old ; — let us be mid 
partakers of the one baptism : — and let ui b 
permitted, when we meet together, to v 
thee spiritually, to feed on the bread of life,* 
to eat the flesh and drink the blood of the S 
of man ; even of Him who hath declared tl 
it is the Spirit that quickeneth, and that tl 
flesh profiteth nothing. And, gracious Got 
we beseech ihee that our beloved youngfrit 
may be found adhering to Christian AMI 
city in all their ways, and in all their word 
md that they may mure and more be cloth 
n the meekness, gentleness and loveliness,- 
yea, in the true courtesy of thii 
pies, — according to the aposiolic principle o 
the precept, — " lie kind, be courteous." 

O ! thou Holy One ! we beseech thee lo 
refine their souls by thy grace ; and " whatso- 
ever tilings are pure — whatsoever things 1 
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true — whatsoever things are honourable — 
whatsoever things are lovely — whatsoever 
things are of good report — if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise," ]et these 
things abound in them more and more to their 
own peace— to the welfare of all around 
lhem — and to thy honour and glory ; for thou 
art glorious, Lord God Almighty ! and thine 
own works shall |>r:iiw thee for ever and ever. 

And grant, we pray thee, that the day may 
be hastened, when the whole world shall he 
filled with thy glory, and when the broad 
Streams of proof shall overflow all the bounds 
■which man has raised up in his own wisdom 
to separate himself from liis fellow men,— and 
when the boundless ocean of Light, Truth, 
Life and true liberty shall overflow, and for 
ever extinguish — Darkness, Death, and Sin 
amongst the children of thy people. 

We beseech thee, O Lord Ciod ! to hear 
our prayer, for the sake of thy beloved Son ; 
who, with thee — through the One Eternal 
Spirit, is worthy of all majesty and high re- 
nown, world without end, — for ever and for 
evermore. 




Almighty and everlasting God, thou Creator 
and Ruler of the universe, we are bowed Wore 
thee in reverent humiliation, gratitude, a 
praise; we deem it our highest privilege 
bow before thee, and adore thy Majwt 
and thy power ; for " what is man, thai tin 
art mindful of him, or the son of man, th 
thou visitest him ?" O Lord God, we ci 
that we are worms of the earth, unworthy < 
the very least of thy mercies ; we confess, ( 
glorious Father, that we have erred t 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, ( 
are no more worthy to be called thy childre 
and that unto us belongs nothing but sha 
and confusion of face. But we bless i 
hallow thee, O thou everlasting Jehovah, 
the unspeakable gift of everlasting li 
through thy heloved Son, our only Suviou 
and under a deep feeling of our vileness 
can say, (thou knowest) a Saviour, or I d 
a Redeemer, or I perish. Grant us, we pr» 
thee, the precious gift of a lively faith, where 
we may be enabled to wash our gornien 
and make them white in the blood of I 
Lamb; and grant, O I,ord, that we may 
lie tliitln.il in the lteautiful white robe of on 




Saviour's righteousness ; so white as no fuller 
on earth can whiten it And, O thou most 
holy, we pray thee to pour water on them 
that are thirsty, and 11' mi Is on the dry ground; 
to pour thy spirit on the seed of Jacob, and 
Ihv blessing on his offspring 1 ; that we may 
be weaned from nil our dependence on carnal 
things, even in our religious systems, and may 
come under the immediate influence of thy 
Holy Spirit, whereby our hearts may be 
cleansed, and whereby thy servants may be 
qualified, even under thine own free anoint- 
ing, lo go forth among their fellow men in 
the beauty and strength of primitive Christian- 
ity ; even to bring them forth out of darkness 
into light, into the glorious liberty of thy 
children. And grant, Lord, we pray thee, 
that as the stars of the heavens cannot be 
numbered, neither the sand of the sea mea- 
sured, that so thou wouktest multiply the seed 
of David thy servant, and the Leviles who 
minister unto thee. And grant, O Lord, that 
all the barriers of pride und prejudice, which 
would separate Christians one from another, 
may be utterly demolished in the day of thy 
power ; and that the ocean of light, and of 
_ life, and love, may overflow the ocean of 
• darkness and death, and that the kingdoms 
of the world may become thy kingdoms, O 
Lord God Almighty, and the kingdoms of 
thy Christ. 

Look down upon us, we pray thee, in thy 
tender mercies ; as a nation, preserve, us, we 
pray thee, from all the power of sin and 
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Satan; bring us home unto righteougnes 
bless our king and our queen; bless i 
those in authority; bless [he people of tl 
land; and now thy judgments are ii 
world, let them learn righteousness. 
O we pray thee to hasten the day when tht 
shall no longer hurt nor destroy in oil f 
holy mountain ; and when the earth e 
be filled with a knowledge of thy ^ 
God, as the waters cover the mighty d« 
for the work is thine, the power is thine alo 
And unto thee, O Father, and unto the £ 
of thy love, through the one eternal Spi 
we crave ability now to ascribe, with € 
voice and one heart, glory, power, domink* 
thanksgiving, and praise, majesty and I 
renown, not only now, hut henceforth, and U 
all eternity. 




O thou glorious Being ! — Creator of heaven 
and earth ! — suffer thine unworthy children, 
and enahle them to stay their souls on thee ; 
because thou art, in all things, the fountain 
of life — the author and giver of every good 
and perfect gift. Create in us llial reverent — 
humble — yet confiding stutc of mind, wherein 
we may take refuge under the shadow of thy 
wing. 

Grant us grace, O Almighty God ! to dwell 
together in the secret place of thy pavilion — 
yea in the centre of thy holy tabernacle; 
where we may be safe from the pride of man, 
and all the strife of tongues. Proclaim a 
solemn stillness amongst us; and let the 
name of thy beloved Son be as the fragrance 
of'agoodly ointment. Spread abroad comfort 
— sustain the mourner with a sense of thy 

^redeeming love. 

* Let the young and vigorous this day be 
made acquainted with the pleasure and hap- 
piness of true religion. Grant unto us " the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness." And 
above all, O heavenly father! wc beseech 
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thee that we may individually know I 
gospel of thy Son to be unto us thine o 
power, for the salvation of out ii 
souls r that unto us, deaih may 1 
sting, — and the grave no victory : and t 
we may be prepared to unite with the livii 
and eternal praises of saints and angels, v ' 
for ever surround thy throne of glory : i 
acknowledge that great and marvellous a 
thy works. Lord God Almighty !— just & 
true are thy ways, — thou King of saints ! 




O! thou glorious and eveiliving God! — 
thou eternal fountain of all blessedness! — 
thou spring of virtue, and piely, and peace ! 
— thou, whose Omnipotence was displayed in 
the creation of the universe out of nothing! — 
thou, whose Omnipresence is known, even by 
the searching of the hearts of thy children ! — 
thou, who art declaring thine unchangeable 
holiness by writing thy pure law on the hearts 
of all men ! — tbou whose boundless goodness, 
love, and mercy are made manifest in thy 
beloved Son, our only Saviour; and by the 
blood of His covenant which thou hast given 
for the remission of sins, — we are bowed 
down in reverent and awful worship before 
thee ; — we acknowledge that thou alone art 

tGod over all, blessed for ever ; — Jehovah ! — 
the self-existent, incomprehensible being ! in 
whom we live, and move, and exist ; we are 
bowed down before thee in gratitude of soul ; 
we return thee our huinble and hearty thanks 
for all thine adorable mercies towards us; 
and even for thy chastening hand ; we are 
humbled in the remembrance that thou hast 
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laid thy chastening hand on this great empo. 
rinm of commerce ; and on her merchant 
and on her traffickers ; that thou hast hui 
bled many hearts in the view of an aw ' 
pestilential disease. 

O gracious Father ! spare ihy people, i 
give not thine heritage to reproach . Gn 
we beseech thee, that all present may I 
down before thee without a murmur, v 
the language of thy servant David : " I ■ 
dumb with silence; I opened not my mout 
because thou didst it." 

And grant, O Lord God ! that thy peop 
may learn righteousness; for, although clom 
and darkness are round about thee, thou gre 
and terrible God ! judgment, mercy, 
truth are the habitation at' thy throne. 

Grant, O Lord God Almighty ! that tm 
religion may spread ami abound in this plac 
and that the day of ill y gracious visitation m. 
be upon all that is proud and lofty— on a 
that is high and lifted up — on all the ships o 
Tarsi] ish — and on all pleasant pictures; tb» 
the inhabitants of this town may know wbi 
it is to be truly humbled in thy sight ; and 
cast all their idols to the Moles, — and to t 
Bats. 

O glorious God ! take unto thee thy gre 
power, and reign over them. Bring them 
a knowledge of Christ crucified; and tea 
them by thy Spirit to walk worthy of t 
name of Christians. 

Thus, O Lord ! grant, we beseech thee, tb 
this chastisement may bring forth abundant 



the fruits of righteousness, to tbe praise and 
the glory of thy grace: for unto thee, 0, 
eternal Father, and unto ihe Son of thy love, 
and to the Holy Ghost, (the teacher and 
comforter of thy people) one true — living — 
t unchangeable God over all, we are bowed in 
spirit, to ascribe with one heart and one 
voice, — honor — glory — praise and power; 
blessing, thanksgiving and high renown; not 
only now, but through the boundless ages of 
eternity : for that thou alone art for ever and 
for ever worthy. 



• 
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PRAYER XI 



O ! thou glorious head of thine own churcb- 
who art for a crown of glory, and for a 
diadem of beauty — for a residue of thy 
people — for si spirit of judgment to stand in 
judgment — and for strength for them who 
turn the battle to the gate, — we are deeply 
bowed before thee under u feeling of thy 
supreme authority. We acknowledge that 
we are not our own : because thou, — even 
thou, O Lord ! hast bought us with a price ; 
{the precious price of the blood of the ever- 
lasting covenant) therefore we pray, thee to 
send thy Holy Spirit into all our hearts, and 
lo baptize us therewith : yea, Lord ■ by 
the fire of thy redeeming love; to bum up 
all the chaff within us, and to create in our 
hearts a temple fit for thee, Lord,' lo 

And grant, that as a religious body, w 
may increasingly know that thy name i 
Wonderful — Counsellor — the mighty God— 
Father of eternity — and the Prince of 
pence : under a living sense whereof, we 
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praiso ;iiul magnify thy glorious name; and 
reverently confess, in the presence of all who 
may hear it, that thou art indeed over all, 
God ! — blessed for ever. 
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